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FROM THE PRINCIPAL AND BOARD CHAIR 
As many of you will be aware, the current Labour-led coalition Government has offered school boards of trustees of Decile 1-7 state 
and state-integrated schools the opportunity to opt in to receive $150 per student per year, as long as they agree not to ask parents 
and caregivers for donations.  An exception to this, as decided by the Minister of Education, is that schools are able to continue to 
ask for donations towards the cost of any overnight curriculum-related field-trips and camps, but they cannot compel payment for 
these.  The Board is still able to charge for any camps which are not curriculum-related and which are optional for students to attend, 
so we intend to continue to charge for both the Year 13 Leadership Camp which is held in early February each year at Totara Springs 
and also for the annual Year 10 Camp which is held in the Kauaeranga Valley in late March.  Nor are we able any longer to charge 
Food Technology fees, even though there is a clear take-home component when students eat the food they produce, because it has 
been decided by someone in their ‘wisdom’ that students need to taste the food they prepare to ensure that it is fit for consumption. 
 

Our schools are able to continue to charge for the materials produced by our students and taken home in Hard Materials 
Technologies, so we will continue to have subject fees in Metal, Wood and Electronics Technologies and only in these subjects.  
Because it is not compulsory for our students to purchase laptops/tablets to bring to school, parents will still be asked by us to 
provide these as there is no doubt that those students who do not have these devices will be disadvantaged in their learning.  Parents 
will of course still have to pay for stationery for their sons and daughters and sports fees for those who opt to play sports.    
 

The Board of Trustees has reluctantly opted to accept the scheme for 2020, but the reality is that the Government and Ministry of 
Education have publicised what they have deemed that schools are able and not able to charge for and if a Board turns this offer 
down, the Board believes that we may end up with some of our parents being very unhappy about charges we try to apply and we 
could also end up with less income than we need to run our school trips.  The fact is that rural schools like ours are severely 
disadvantaged by this scheme, because in general we have to travel longer distances to get to any worthwhile destinations than the 
city schools do, so from this point of view the donations scheme is flawed and unfair.   
 

The implications of accepting the Government’s offer are immense because we anticipate that unless our parents are willing to pay 
requested donations to cover the likes of food, accommodation and transport costs on overnight trips, the Board of Trustees will be 
‘out of pocket’ by around $80,000.  Our Board usually budgets for a deficit already, because successive governments have failed to 
increase both our Staffing Entitlement and Operations Grant to keep up with the expectations on schools, so that we are significantly 
under-funded, but for next year we will need to budget for a very big deficit because of this additional $80,000 cost. 
 

The Board has indicated a willingness to trial running our regular experiential learning field-trip opportunities in the early part of 
2020 to see if our parents will support our school finances by paying the requested donations for overnight field-trips.  If this does 
not happen then we are very sorry to inform you that we will no longer be in a financial position to run many of the field-trips 
which have continued to provide a meaningful and quality experiential education for our students for many years, and as our 
community has expected us to.  The Board will make a decision on the continuation of field-trips by mid-year at the latest. 
 

The Government has seriously underestimated the cost of our secondary schools providing experiential learning, to the tune of more 
than $100 per student, so it is to be hoped that they will quickly realise that their offer of $150 per student per year is simply not 
enough.  We hope that you parents will write to the Minister of Education, Hon Chris Hipkins at chris.hipkins@parliament.govt.nz 
and to the National Party’s Education Representative Nikki Kaye at nikki.kaye@parliament.govt.nz to express your concerns about 
the new scheme and the inadequacy of the Government’s offer. 
 

mailto:chris.hipkins@parliament.govt.nz
mailto:nikki.kaye@parliament.govt.nz

