
Dear parents, caregivers and whanau 

This year Morrinsville College is implementing a new procedure in regard to cell-phone use in our 

classrooms. After a long period of discussion with the staff last year, it was decided that we will be 

requiring students to turn their phones off, or onto silent mode, and hand them to their teachers to 

be stored in a container on the teacher’s desk. They will then be collected by each student at the 

end of the period. This is exactly the same procedure that our PE Learning Area has been 

successfully running for a number of years. 

The rationale for taking a different approach came from feedback from staff and parents last year. 

There was a clear view from both groups that non-teacher-directed cell-phone use, and in many 

cases simply the temptation to use cell-phones, were having a negative impact on student learning 

and productivity in the classroom. The central premise of our decision is to encourage cell-phones 

as learning and personal organisation devices and to discourage their use as entertainment and 

social media devices within the classroom setting.  

When investigating this issue last year we found that a small minority of secondary schools we spoke 

to had banned phones from their school entirely, a slightly larger group had a targeted ban around 

classroom teaching and the majority had decided not to do anything or were putting it in the too 

hard basket. We have been able to consider the issue recently as Morrinsville College now moves 

into our third year of BYOD and our Years 9-11 students have laptops which have decreased the 

classroom need for cell-phones as learning devices. Feedback from our parent community around 

the issue also pointed out that as a rural school with a number of bus students they wanted the 

ability to connect and organise with their children around transport and after-school activities. We 

believe that the majority of senior students are using their phones positively around planning their 

assessments, the collection of assessment evidence and organising their time management which 

are critical habits to develop as they transition into work-places and tertiary settings where a phone 

is an everyday tool. Teachers also wanted to retain the choice to access the growing number of 

educational apps if these are required. All of these reasons outweigh some of the benefits of an 

outright ban of phones. 

A key reason why we have opted to have phones collected at the start of the period is that it has 

also become clear to our staff that students placing their phone in their bag or pocket does not 

work. Our consistent observations, backed up by the early stages of academic research, is that the 

moment a text or social media account chimes or vibrates in a student’s pocket they are just as 

distracted worrying about what has been sent to them as they are when they are actively using the 

device. Some students do not have the self-discipline to wait until the end of the period. The “leave 

it in your bag approach” has proven neither effective nor practical in our school setting and our 

teachers have found it tough to respond to it in a consistent fashion. 

So, how will it work in practice? 

1. At the start of each period each student will turn off their phone, or turn it to silent, and 

they will place their phone into the labelled classroom container turned off or on silent.  

2. Teachers may return them to students during the period for a specific learning activity. 

3. Students are responsible for collecting their phone at the end of the period. Please make 

sure that each phone is clearly identifiable and it is recommended that each is named at an 

accessible place.  



4. If a student forgets to collect their phone from their classroom teacher the staff member will 

hold onto it until the end of the day and if the student does not collect it the device will be 

handed into the Student Office. 

5. Students are reminded that they do not need to bring a cell-phone to school and we 

recommend to parents of our junior students that they do not unless there is a clear 

purpose for doing so. 

6. If a student presents a phone in class or it goes off their teacher may ask for them to hand 

their phone into the deputy principal on duty and it will be returned at the end of the day.  

7. If this behaviour, contrary to our expectations, is persistent parents will be contacted and 

may be asked to collect the cell-phone from the school. 

8. Parents and caregivers are asked not to contact their son or daughter during class time. 

Please contact the school office and the staff will get a message to your child.  

 

As with all new procedures, after a period of time to see how effective this new procedure 

progresses, we will be seeking feedback and will be looking to fine tune its application. We welcome 

your views as the year proceeds. 

Kind regards 

Scott Jenkins 

Deputy Principal 


