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FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
CoL Teacher-Only Day 
I remind parents that there will be a 
Teacher-Only Day tomorrow 4 June.  This 
may be an opportunity for families who 
wish to do so to have an extended weekend 
breakaway.  On this TOD all of the teachers 
in our local Kaahui Ako cluster of schools will 

be getting together to further explore the theme: Developing 
Cultural Understanding – Enhancing Cultural Responsiveness.  Our 
school will therefore be closed on Friday. 
 

Budget Comments 
It was pleasing to see some additional resourcing for schools 
provided for in the recent Government Budget, but disappointing 
that there was not a bit more in it for schools.  We welcome the 
1.6% increase to operational funding, combined with dedicated 
funding for upcoming pay equity settlements. 
 

It was also pleasing to hear that equity funding to be rolled out in 
2023 remains a Government priority, in order to ensure that 
schools can meet the needs of their communities.  This timeframe 
allows for the necessary discussion to take place about how this 
can be done in a way that is fair for all schools. 
 

The certainty of funding for the NCEA roll-out from next year is also 
important to ensure that this work is properly supported.  The pace 
of these changes alongside the curriculum review is challenging for 
secondary teachers to say the least.  
 

An area of disappointment is the lack of any significant increase in 
funding and initiatives for learning support and support for 
students with mental health issues.  This urgently needs to be 
addressed.   
 

Winter Uniform Clarification 
Following some posts on the Cowmunity Facebook page, it is 
obvious that there has been some confusion about whether or not 
Morrinsville College students can wear long black dress trousers to 
school in winter.  To clarify this, currently only Year 13 boys may 
wear long black regulation dress trousers to school so there is no 

provision for Years 9-12 students to be able to wear these trousers 
to school.  I am happy to take this matter to the Board which is due 
to meet on the 15 June to see if they may consider a change in 
winter uniform for our students.   
 

Recent Donation 
Along with other local schools, we are very grateful to the 
Combined Lions’ Clubs of Morrinsville who continue to collect 
casualty calves from local farmers to raise funds to give generous 
donations each year to our schools.  We have recently received 
their annual donation which will continue to enable our school to 
invest in new and replacement Library books and additional 
learning opportunities for our priority learners.  This donation 
came to us despite the difficult marketing conditions caused by 
COVID-19 last year which limited the demand for leather in Europe.  
We are pleased to hear that the Lions’ Clubs will continue with this 
project later this month, collecting calves, lambs and kid goats.  I 
encourage our local farmers to once again donate their casualty 
animals to this very good cause to support our local schools. 
 

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL – DR GOVENDER 
PTA Quiz Night 

The PTA will be holding a Quiz Night on 
Friday, 2 July 2021 at 7pm. Tickets cost 
$120 per table of eight people.  The theme 
is “Back To School” for those of you who 
can still squeeze into your old school 
uniforms.  There will be a prize for the best 
dressed team and of course the winning 
team.  A delicious supper will be served 

after snacks.  As this is an adult evening, the Board has approved a 
bar with Eftpos facilities.  There will be lots of other prizes and 
auctions on the evening, including a trailer load of firewood and a 
photographic session.  If you are able to sponsor a table or offer 
the PTA donations of any sort, we would be most grateful.  Please 
email our school Office if you would like to do this. There are only 
18 tables left to purchase so please buy your tickets from our 
friendly Office staff.  We’d love to see you there!   
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Antigone Senior Drama Production 
Last week, on Wednesday and Thursday nights, our senior Drama 
classes presented the Greek tragedy Antigone to good-sized 
houses of parents, students and staff.  I attended on the 
Wednesday evening and was extremely impressed with the 
production, which I think is one of the best that we have had on 
stage in my many years at this school.  Our students ‘lived’ their 
parts and the powerful drama evoked much emotion.  The chorus 
characters wore masks very effectively, which is the opposite of 
what typically happened with Greek drama, and the chorus parts 
really did accentuate the strong messages of the play.  The central 
staging, which is now possible in our new Performing Arts Centre, 
was a real asset and helped the cast and producer, Ms Keenan, to 
convey their powerful messages.  The lighting and sound was done 
extremely well and the special effects, which included images on 
the two screens, worked extremely well.  I want to congratulate Ms 
Keenan and all those people involved.  

Pink Shirt Day 
We recently had a ‘pink shirt day’ to raise our students’ awareness 
that bullying is not acceptable in our school, community or New 
Zealand society.  A number of staff also managed to find some pink 
outfits for the day, as shown in the image below.  Money raised on 
the day has been sent to the Mental Health Foundation. 

 

Recent Field Trips 
There have been a number of recent field trips for our senior 
students.  These have included a Year 13 Agricultural Science trip 
to Canterbury.  Eleven students and two staff flew to Christchurch 

for a five-day experience of the Canterbury region, staying at the 
‘Jailhouse’ accommodation.  The main purpose was to visit Lincoln 
University to be provided with a full tour of the campus, including 
halls of residence, social and support facilities, teaching areas and 
one of the research farms, as well as an interactivity in the 
university vineyard.  Orana Wildlife Park provided an insight into 
the NCEA environmental examination which will be undertaken by 
our students in November, and eyes were opened to possible 
available scholarships.  Our students were pleased to run into ex-
student Sam Gordon who was the keeper giving the talk on 
meerkats.  A huge thank you for the support provided by the 
charitable arm of Waikato Federated Farmers, without whom the 
trip would not have been possible. 

 
 
Eight students, two staff and a local farmer travelled to Hastings to 
take part in the Future Beef Competition.  Renee Garrett was 
selected to compete in the Senior Ambassador Competition. 
Although Renee did not 
win, her performance 
was highly-commended 
given her young age and 
the fact that she was 
competing against people 
in their 20s who are 
already working in the 
industry.  The remainder 
of our students took part 
in the school competition 
and Leyton Eales, Antony 
Ashley and Mikayla 
Thomasen were in the 
group who won the video-
making competition.   
 
Twelve of our Duke of Edinburgh group recently had their first 
adventurous journey for the year, with an overnighter at Te Whare 
Okioki Hut, approximately five hours of toil, mud, stings, sweat, 
fun, laughs and camaraderie into the Kaimai Ranges.  With Mr 
Duncan and Miss Chambers in tow, the group started off from SH29 
at the top of the Kaimais and trekked to Te Whare Okioki Hut, then 
walked out via Wairere Falls.  A great time was had by all, with lots 
of learning about looking after each other, leadership, lighting fires 
in the wet, best food to take on these trips, how many places can 
be sore on the body at the same time, and who the best card 
players in the group are.  
 

A poignant scene from Antigone 
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The Mana Tane Taniwharau trip headed to Tongariro National Park 
to undertake a range of activities, including walking the 21km 
Tongariro Crossing, caving in nearby forests and kayaking some 
rapids.  This programme is designed to build the self-esteem of our 
young men and take them outside of their comfort zone, so that 
they get a better understanding of who they are as individuals.  The 
boys were supervised and guided by specialist educators from 
Tongariro Outdoors, and accompanied by Matua Potaka, Matua 
Lynn and Matua Vette.  They had an amazing life-changing 
experience. 

 
 

Forty of our Year 12 Geography students recently visited the 
Hamilton Zoo and Lake Rotoroa in Hamilton to study species’ 
endangerment for one of their internal assessments. 
 

 
 

Thirty Year 13 students travelled to the Waikato University Open 
Day to see what university life is all about and to receive an 
introduction into the various faculties offered at Waikato, the halls 
of residence, the various clubs available and a good insight into 
how a large modern university is structured. 
 

2021 NZ Division II Swimming Champs 
Ashton Rogers and Ayla Davie recently competed in the New 
Zealand Division II Swimming Champs held in Dunedin.  Both 
Ashton and Ayla achieved a number of personal best times in their 
events. 
Ashton, who is only 16 years’ old, competed in the male 16-18 year 
age group against a number of older competitors and achieved the 
following top 10 results:  1500m Freestyle 7th, 100m Individual 
Medley 9th, 800m Freestyle 9th, 50m Freestyle 10th=, 200m 
Freestyle 10th. 
Ayla competed in the female 15 year age group and finished 10th in 
the 800m Freestyle event. 
Both Ashton and Ayla were in the Matamata Club freestyle relay 
team which finished 5th and the medley relay which finished 11th.  

Congratulations to both of these excellent swimmers.  
 

Waikato Secondary Schools’ Swimming Champs 
Six of our top swimmers competed in the Waikato Secondary 
Schools’ Swimming Championships.  Their results were as follows: 
Junior Girls:  Jordyn Bell, 100 Breaststroke 8th, 50 Breaststroke 9th, 
50 Freestyle 14th  
Intermediate Girls:  Brooke Bell, 200m Individual Medley 4th, 100m 
Butterfly 5th, 50m Backstroke 10th 
Ayla Davie, 100m Backstroke 4th, 50m Freestyle 5th, 100m Freestyle 
7th 
Intermediate Boys:  Matt Bruin, 50m Backstroke 11th, 50m Butterfly 
13th, 50m Freestyle 16th 
Kieran McMillian, 100m Breaststroke 6th, 50m Breaststroke 7th  
Senior Boys:  Ashton Rogers, 100m Butterfly 3rd, 100m Freestyle 
3rd, 200m Freestyle 3rd. 

 

NISS Athletics Success  
Congratulations to Teeka Randell who 
finished 10th in the Intermediate Girls’ 
200m event at the North Island Secondary 
Schools’ Athletics Championships.  This 
was a very good result at this extremely 
high level of competition. 
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Netball Selection  
Congratulations to Alicia Craig who has been 
selected for the Hamilton City Under 18 
representative squad to attend a national 
tournament in Rotorua in July. 
 
School Cross Country 
On Tuesday this week we held our annual 
school cross country event.  It was pleasing to 
see so many of our students striving to set good times and gain top 
placings, and others doing their best to complete the course.  The 
placings were as follows: 
Junior Girls 
1st Jessie Morris, 2nd Jordyn Bell, 3rd Cassidy Wilson 
Junior Boys 
1st Jakob Byers, Rico Douthett, 3rd Jamie Edward 
Intermediate Girls 
1st Rachel Wilson, 2nd Kali Craig, 3rd Kaelyn Gibberd 
Intermediate Boys 
1st Amiri Van Essen, 2nd Sam Daldy, 3rd Blake Martin 
Senior Girls 
1st Alicia Craig, 2nd Abby Devane, 3rd Holly Aitchison  
Senior Boys 
1st Josh Tretheway, 2nd Tyler Silvester, 3rd Grant Vollebregt. 
Congratulations to Jessie Morris who ran extremely well to easily 
beat the previous school record for Junior Girls of 15.26 minutes, 
to set a new time of 14.43 minutes. 
In the House competition, Studholme comfortably took first place, 
followed by Alexandra, Campbell and Lincoln. 
 
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Awards 
At yesterday’s assembly I 
was very pleased to 
present two further Duke 
of Edinburgh Bronze 
awards to Charlotte Wells 
and Brooke Bell. 
 
Sports Results 
Week Ending 23 May 
Lacrosse  
Girls’ Premier:  Morrinsville Royal lost 10-15 against St Peter’s Red  
Girls’ Development: Morrinsville Gold lost 3-15 against Cambridge 
HS White  
Junior Boys:  Morrinsville won 6-1 against Cambridge HS Junior.  
Basketball 
Junior Boys lost against St Peter’s A 
Junior Girls won 58-20 against Te Aroha College  
Senior Girls lost against Hamilton Girls’ Senior Reserve 
Senior Boys won against Cambridge Karaka. 
Netball 
Open A lost 23-31 against FTNC Blue 
Junior Premier lost 22-41 against Nga Taiatea  
Junior Development lost 11-46 against Cambridge HS  
Junior Blue won 28-8 against Rototuna SHS.  
Football 
1st XI Boys won 5-2 against Te Aroha College 
1st XI Girls lost 0-8 against Sacred Heart  
2nd XI Girls won 11-0 against Sacred Heart. 
 
 

Hockey 
1st XI Boys won 4-2 against Te Awamutu College 
1st XI Girls won 5-2 against Waikato Diocesan. 
Rugby  
Our 1st XV rugby side played St John's College at home in a second 
grading game.  Cole Wessels scored a very good try early, which 
was converted by Josh Tretheway.  St John’s struck back when our 
boys missed some easy tackles to score two tries.  Alby Johnson 
then charged down a St John’s kick to score.  The conversion saw 
us up 14-12.  However, just before half-time St John’s scored in the 
corner, taking the half time score to 14-17.  In the second half our 
team came back, with some good forward work getting our boys 
into a good position.  Shaydan Sayer linked up with Memphis Mark-
Edwards who scored in the corner, so that we once again took the 
lead.  The game remained very tight and our boys were unlucky not 
to score on a few other occasions.  This was unfortunate because 
right at the end St John’s went over again to take the match 24-19. 
Our Morrinsville player of the day was Jordan Bentley. 
 

Week ending 29 May 
Rugby 
Our 1st XV had their first competition game in a grade higher than 
the grading rounds against HBHS’s third team which is made up 
almost exclusively of Year 13 students.  This was a tough game 
against quality opposition and our boys played very well to keep 
the final score at 0-41.  Our stand-out player was Carter Mikkelsen 
who did a lot of great defensive work.   
MC U65kg v HBHS U65kg  
Up against a strong HBHS side, our boys worked very hard 
throughout, with the final score being 5-29.  Jarvis Ryder scored 
our try.  Our defence was very strong, particularly in the second 
half.  This was a tough first game, but our boys will be stronger for 
the experience. 
Netball 
Open A won 22-18 against Hamilton Girls’ HS  
Senior A lost 15-25 against St Paul’s Reserve  
Junior Premier won 20-17 against Sacred Heart Girls’ HS  
Junior Development lost 21-26 against Waikato Diocesan 10A  
Junior Blue won 13-1 against Hillcrest 10A2.  
Basketball 
Senior Boys won 62-48 against St John’s Gold  
Senior Girls had a bye 
Junior Girls lost 37-59 against Sacred Heart HS  
Junior Boys won against Cambridge HS. 
Football 
1st XI Girls won 11-0 against Thames HS  
1st XI Boys lost 0-4 against Raglan Area School.  
Hockey 
Boys’ 1st XI won 4-2 against St Paul’s 4th XI  
Girls’ 1st XI won 4-0 against Te Awamutu College Development.  
John Inger 
 

FROM DEPUTY PRINCIPAL SCOTT JENKINS 
Year 8 Enrolment Tours 
Last year, following feedback from our 
community, we took a different approach in 
enabling parents of prospective students who 
are currently in Year 8 to view our school, by 
holding a series of enrolment tours.  This was a 
very successful new initiative so we are going to 
repeat this in 2021.  
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We will therefore once again be holding a series of small-group 
tours of up to 1 hour each.  These tours will commence from our 
school Library and will involve key staff, including our Year 9 Dean, 
a member of the Senior Leadership Team and several student 
leaders to show our potential incoming students around our school 
and to enable them to see what a day in the life of a Year 9 
Morrinsville College student looks like.  Those parents wanting to 
bring their Year 8 students to one of these tours will need to book 
a place on a tour online, through the link below.  Tours will be held 
on Tuesday 15 June and Wednesday 16 June from 4pm to 5pm 
and Tuesday 22 and Wednesday 23 June from 4pm to 5pm.  Tours 
can be booked online through www.school interviews.co.nz using 
the code 4u84u.  Online bookings are now open. 

COMING EVENTS

 

Fri 4 June CoL Teacher-Only Day SCHOOL CLOSED 

Mon 7 June Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

Wed 9 June Waikato/BOP Cross Country 

Tue 15-Wed 16 June Year 9 Enrolment Tours 

Tue 15 June BOT Meeting, 7pm 

Tue 22-Wed 23 June Year 9 Enrolment Tours 

Fri 25 June Year 13 Tough Guy and Gal Challenge 

Fri 30 June Mid-year reports posted to portal 

Fri 2 July PTA Quiz Night 

Thu 8 July Career Pathways Expo in the PAC  

Wed 7 July Parent Interviews, PAC from 1pm-7pm 

Fri 9 July Term 2 Ends 

Mon 26 July Term 3 Begins 

CROSS COUNTRY 2021 


