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Special Newsletter to Parents from the Board Chair - 26 November 2021 
 

Dear Parents/Whaanau 

 

The Board has once again given consideration to our requirement that our students wear masks inside our 

buildings and classrooms at school, to ensure the safety of everyone at this time of continuing spread of 

Covid in our Waikato region.  We know that the wearing of masks inside, particularly in lessons, 

sometimes makes it difficult for teachers and learners to communicate with each other clearly.  We also 

know that a good proportion of our teachers and students feel much safer having this additional layer of 

protection against the possibility of catching the Covid virus.  We are aware that we are one of only a few 

schools in Level 2 areas which requires mask-wearing and that this means that we are being seen as ultra-

cautious, and perhaps by some people in our community as over-cautious, particularly when we have not 

yet seen a case of Covid in this current outbreak in our Morrinsville community.  However, we are also 

aware that it is inevitable that there will be a case of Covid in Morrinsville in the near future. 

 

This was made very clear to Mr Inger in a Ministry of Education webinar which he attended yesterday, 

where the modelling of epidemiologists and the Ministry of Health for the Waikato region shows that our 

numbers of cases will blow out from an average of about 17 per day currently to 91 per day by 31 

December 2021, which is less than five weeks’ away.  These predictions of around 640 new cases per week 

in the Waikato, and our hospitals overwhelmed by cases of sick people, are very sobering!  Mr Inger was 

further advised by the Ministry that all schools could expect to have Covid cases amongst their staff and 

students from the new academic year, and possibly even this year. 

 

Several Board members believe that there is currently a general complacency in our community and a lack 

of acceptance of the reality that we must expect exponential growth in numbers of Covid cases very soon.  

This means that we believe that this is not the right time to decrease mask use, social distancing, contact 

tracing and use of hand sanitiser, when infection in our community is inevitable.  The Board is also very 

aware of our obligation under the National Administrative Guidelines to ensure that all of our staff 

members and students are kept safe at school.   

 

Accordingly, the Board has decided to extend our mask-wearing requirement of students and staff 

until the end of the current academic year on Monday 13 December.  This is a period of only two 

further weeks and we know that our students have generally become used to wearing masks at school and 

that a high number of staff and students are appreciative of this extra precaution.  We thank our parents and 

students for their efforts to keep everyone safe. 

 

 
Ngaire Te Ahu 

BOARD CHAIR 
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